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Wire Glass Update
Wire glass has for many years been the reliable standard for fire resistant glazing. Arch Aluminum and Glass has and will continue to supply this product for our customers. However in the ever changing arena of codes this staple product has seen significant changes in application. Depending on your area and current code, wire glass may have significant limitations. 
Beginning with the 2003 International Building Code (IBC) the use of wire glass was restricted from use in hazardous locations in schools, gymnasiums, day care facilities etc. 
Excerpt IBC 2003

                                                                   SECTION 305

                                                          EDUCATIONAL GROUP E

305.1 Educational Group E. Educational Group E occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, by six or more persons at any one time for educational

purposes through the 12th grade. Religious educational rooms and religious auditoriums, which are accessory to places of religious worship in accordance with Section 508.3.1 and have occupant loads of less than 100, shall be classified as A-3 occupancies. 

305.2 Day care. The use of a building or structure, or portion thereof, for educational, supervision or personal care services for more than five children older than 21/2 years of age, shall be classified as a Group E occupancy.
Beginning with the IBC 2006 state and local code adoptions, any area requiring safety glazing must meet Federal Standard CPSC 16 CFR 1201 as safety glazing.
Excerpt IBC 2006
SECTION 2406

          SAFETY GLAZING

2406.1 Human impact loads. Individual glazed areas, including glass mirrors, in hazardous locations as defined in Section 2406.3 shall comply with Sections 2406.1.1 through 2406.1.4.

2406.1.1 CPSC 16 CFR 1201. Except as provided in Sections 2406.1.2 through 2406.1.4, all glazing shall pass the test requirements of CPSC 16 CFR 1201, listed in Chapter 35. Glazing shall comply with the CPSC 16 CFR, Part 1201 criteria, for Category I or II as indicated in Table 2406.1.

2406.1.2 Plastic glazing. Plastic glazing shall meet the weathering requirements of ANSI Z97.1.

2406.1.3 Glass block. Glass-block walls shall comply with Section 2101.2.5.

2406.1.4 Louvered windows and jalousies. Louvered windows and jalousies shall comply with Section 2403.5.

The ANSI Z 97.1 – 2004 is not recognized as an acceptable safety glazing substitute in any jurisdiction adopting IBC 2006 even though the product still carries a limited impact category in that standard.  Since the Consumer Product Safety Commission has rescinded the exemption previously extended to wire glass the product is no longer usable in doors, sidelites or any other area requiring safety glazing.
The ICC publishes listings of current code adoptions by State and Local Authorities which are available from the IBC at http://www.iccsafe.org/government/adoption.html. Arch Aluminum encourages our customers to check with the local authority having jurisdiction for application and label requirements before ordering this product. Wire glass is still an acceptable product for use in non hazardous areas which only require fire resistant glazing.
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